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Mission 

SCOR lessens the impact of disasters on the communities and citizens of 

South Carolina by planning and coordinating statewide resilience, long-
term recovery and hazard mitigation.

The information provided here is for informational and educational purposes and 
current as of the date of publication. The information is not a substitute for legal 
advice and does not necessarily reflect the opinion or policy position of the 
Municipal Association of South Carolina. Consult your attorney for advice 
concerning specific situations.
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HURRICANE HELENE
SC Affected Counties
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SCOR’s Work with VOADs/COADs/LTRGs
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Examples of Current SCOR Partnerships

Can we count on you as a partner?
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How You Can Help 

• Let us know what  your organizat ion do es and where
yo u are working. 

• Become part of our services referral network.

• Help us identif y additional needs, part icular ly
com munities o r indiv iduals who are not  currently 
receiving  assist ance. 

• Jo in our Com mon Housing Operation Pic ture (CHOP)
and share d ata with SCOR & we can share data with 
yo u.

Resilience Planning and 
Implementation

What is 

Resilience?

The ability of communities, 

economies, and ecosystems to 

anticipate, absorb, recover, and 

thrive when presented with 

environmental change and natural 

hazards.
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South Ca rolina
Offic e  of Re silienc e
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A little bit of resilience theory: shocks & stresses

Stresses

Lo ng-term t rends that undermine 
system stability and increase 

vulnerabil ity

Shocks

Sudden events that  impact  
vulnerabil ity

• Aging infrastructure

• Rapid population growth
• Sea level rise
• Drought

• Hurricane

• Flash flood / “Rain bomb”
• Hazardous waste spill
• Earthquake
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What makes a system less resilient?
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What are benefits of working toward a more resilient system?

• Increased d isaster

preparedness

• Reduced recovery time

• Economic v itality
• Improved  infrastructure

• Environmental 

pro tection

• Empowered public

• Cohesive com munity
planning
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Key 
points 
about 

resilience

Building resi lience is highly localized

It involves detailed knowledge of local 
risks and vulnerabil ities as well  as 
locally-de veloped solutions

Think holistically! As much as possible, 
consider building resil ience to all 
relevant hazards and collaborate within 
and between depar tments.  
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Purpose: 

Watershed 
Coordination

Coordinate with communities at 

the watershed level to identify 

risks and vulnerabilities, develop 

solutions, and build community 

capacity by leveraging local, 

region, state, and federal 

partnerships.
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The Watershed Approach 
“Water  doesn’t f ollow political b oundaries”  

• Watershed: an area of land where all  the water

drains to a commo n point , such as a stream , 

river, lake, or  ocean 

• Flood m anagement plans and actio ns sho uld

be based  on watershed  boundaries (SC 

Floodwater Commission R epo rt ) 

• Allows for t he implementation of pro jects, 
pro grams, and p olicies that meet local needs

and consider the im pac ts of projects on the 

larg er watershed (St at ewide Resi lience Plan) 

Each of the 8 major river bas ins wil l be assigned a 
watershed coordinator from SCOR



10/6/2025

6

S C  O F FI C E  O F  R E SI L I E N C E  |   P A G E

Community Engagement, Risk Assessment, & Planning
• Gather information about risks and vulnerabil ities related to flooding and 

proposed solutions; identify and fil l data and resource gaps, engage with 
communities

Watershed Coordi nation
• Coordinate and implement watershed-scale solutions that minimize 

negative upstream and downstream impacts
• Develop basin-specific resilience plans for each of the state’s 8 river basins

Connection to Resources
• Link communities with funding, technical assistance, and resources to

enable implementation and further resi lience efforts
• Connect to resources at the regional , state, federal and private/non-profit 

level
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Community-Based 
Engagement, Risk 

Assessment, & Planning

Watershed Coordination

Connection to Resources  
for Implementation

Watershed-Based Resilience Planning
Water doesn’ t foll ow jurisdic ti onal  boundaries -- consider the im pacts of proj ects on the  l arger watershed
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First Street Flood Model data SCOR's Resi lience Atlas 'Resilience 101' training for 
your jurisdiction

Resilience planning resources your community can 
access now
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Connect with SCOR 

Contact:

Mary Lo uise Resch, MSEd, SCGS 

Disaster Reco very VOAD Coordinator
ML.Resch@sco r.sc.g ov 

803.767.9320

Bradley Craig
Resil ience Planning Manager

Bradley.craig@scor.sc.gov

803.667.5350

Inv ite us for an in-person or virtual discussion abo ut 

your servi ces and how they  alig n with our m is sion. 

Attend SCOR’s monthly  stakeholder m eeti ngs to 

learn about our recovery  efforts.  

Sign up for SCOR’s monthly  newsletter at 

sc or.sc .gov/news-m edi a

Vi sit sc or.s c.gov/Hel ene for more information. 
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Questions?
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