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The information provided here is for informational and educational purposes and current as of

the date of publication. The information is not a substitute for legal advice and does not
necessarily reflect the opinion or policy position of the Municipal Association of South Carolina.
Consult your attorney for advice concerning specific situations.
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Filing Requirements with the Secretary of
State

» A nonprofit may incorporate under the
S.C. Nonprofit Corporation Act.

» A nonprofit may register to solicit
contributions under the S.C.
Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act.

-

Tax exempt status

is granted by the

Internal Revenvue
Service.

-




Obtaining Tax Exempt Status

Typically, a nonprofit
organization cannot apply
for tax-exempt status until
after it has obtained an EIN
(Employment Identification
Number), and until it has
filed articles of incorporation
with the Secretary of State.
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» You can apply for an EIN and for tax
exempt status on the IRS website.

» For more information, visit
https://www.irs.gov/charities-and-
nonprofits.




% irs.gov/charities-and-nonprofits

RS

File Pay Refunds Credits & Deductions Forms

Report Fraud

Home / File / Charities and nonprofits

Charities and nonprofits

Use the TEOS tool to find and tips to help you complete
information on an organization's your annual reporting and filing
status and filings

Tax exemption @

Apply for tax-exempt status
How to apply for IRS recognition of tax-exempt status

Lifecycle of an EQ
Information about five stages in an exempt
organization’s lifecycle

&

Get an EIN to apply for tax.
exempt status and file returns.
Be sure you are a legally formed
organization before applying for
anEIN

Reinstate tax-exempt status
What to do if your tax-exempt status is revoked

10/20/2026

Searching a Nonprofit's Tax Exempt Status with

the IRS

SRS

File Pay Refunds Credits & Deductions Forms & Instructions

Home / File / Charities and N s haities | Sea:

Tax Exempt Organization Search

B Exempt Organizations / Tax Exempt Orga

News | Englishv | & Charities & Nonprofits B TaxPros

Select Database @ SearchBy @ Search Term @ 20X XOOUOK
‘ Search All v ‘ [ Employer Identification Number (EIN) v ‘ | Enter EIN Numbe ‘
City State Country

‘ Enter City ‘ ‘ All States v ‘ | United States v ‘

ETUGT  search Tips
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Searching a Nonprofit's Tax Exempt Status with
the IRS

Help News | Englishv | & Charities &Nonprofits | [ TaxPros

Tax Exempt Organization Search

Select Database @ Search By ® Search Term @
Search All v ‘ Employer Identification Number (EIN) v ‘ 570785431 ®
City State Countr
‘ All States. v ‘ United States v

SEARCH Search Tip:

Showing 1-1 results of 1

EIN & Organization Name « City

57-0785431 Childrens Trust Fund of South Carolina Columbia

Searching a Nonprofit's Tax Exempt Status with
the IRS
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Searching a Nonprofit's Tax Exempt Status wi
the IRS

YHIRS e | e || o || O

File Pay Refunds Credits & Deductions Forms & Instructions

CHILDRENS CHANCE

EIN: 58-2283832 | United States

Auto-Revocation List

portant note.

stomatically revoked for not filing a Form 930-series return or notice for three consecutive

Organizations whose fed
as they may hove been reinstated

Just because an organization app

al tax exempt status was a
ears on this list, it does not mean the organization is currently revok

Exemption Reinstatement Date
Revocation Date: 05-15-2022
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South Carolina
Nonprofit
Corporation
Act

S.C. CODE § 33-31-101 ET SEQ.
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S.C. Nonprofit Corporation Act

S.C. Code 88§ 33-31-101 et. seq.

» Under the Nonprofit
Corporation Act, the
Secretary of State is
responsible for filing

documents related to the Business Entities
formation of nonprofit Online
corporations in South

Carolina.

» These documents are filed in
the Secreicry of State’s Eile & Search Online Today
Business Filings Division.




Articles of Incorporation

S.C. Code §33-31-202

» Filing articles of
incorporation establishes
the legal existence of the
nonprofit corporation.

» The filing fee for nonprofit
articles of incorporation is
$25.00.
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Articles of Incorporation

S.C. Code §33-31-202

» Include the 501(c)(3) attachment
if you are applying for tax exempt
e status with the IRS.

» This altachment contains
language typically required by
the IRS in the exemption
application.

» There is no separate filing fee for
this form.
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Bylaws

S.C. Code §33-31-206

» S.C. Code §33-31-206 requires the incorporators or board of
directors of a nonprofit corporation to adopt bylaws. Bylaws set forth
how the nonprofit corporation will operate.

» Bylaws may be filed with the Secretary of State’s Office along with
the articles of incorporation, but this is not required by statute.

Board of Directors

S.C. Code §§ 33-31-801 & 33-31-803

» S.C. Code §33-31-801
requires nonprofit
corporations to have a board
of directors.

» Under S.C. Code §33-31-803,
a nonprofit corporation must
have a minimum of three (3)
natural persons serving on the
board of directors.




Articles of Dissolution

S.C. Code § 33-31-1404

» To dissolve a nonprofit
corporation, the corporation
must file articles of dissolution
with the Secretary of State.

» The articles of dissolution must
include an affidavit that the
person executing the articles
of dissolution has the authority
to do so.

» The filing fee for articles of
dissolution is $10.00.
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Other Types of Dissolution

S.C. Code §§ 33-31-1420 - 33-31-1433

Nonprofit corporations may be

administratively dissolved or dissolved

by judicial order under certain
circumstances.

» The Secretary of State’s Office may

administratively dissolve a nonprofit
corporation for failure to maintain a
registered agent, failure to update its
principal office address, or the
corporation has declared
bankruptcy.

A nonprofit corporation may be
judicially dissolved in a proceeding
brought by the Attorney General’s
Office, or by its membership or
directors.

10
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Certificate of Existence

-

Searching a Nonprofit's Corporate Status in
South Carolina

-
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Searching a Nonprofit's Corporate Status in
South Carolina

South Carolina Secretary of State 77a:4 Harmmond

Business Entities Online

File, Search, and Retrieve Documents Electronically

0 Pending Fil ® Log Out

Business Name Search

To Search
Enter the business name of the company you wish to view and click “Search Find the business in the results below and click to view the official business

profile and relevant information
To File for an Existing Business

Enter the business name of the company for which you wish to file documents and click search. Find the business in the results below and click 1o view the
official business profile. From your business's profile click the *Add Filing” button.

Results displayed will show entities that contain your search criteria.

Search by Business Name

Begins With v || Busine
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Searching a Nonprofit's Corporate Status in
South Carolina

South Carolina Secretary of State Pat Hammond

Business Entities Online

File, Search, and Retrieve Documents Electronically

#

Business Name Search

To Search
Enter the business name of the company you wish 10 view and click *Search Find the business in the results below and click 1o view the official business

profile and relevant information.
To File for an Existing Business

Enter the business name of the company for which you wish
official business profile. From your business's profile click the “Add Fil

file documents and click search. Find the business In the results below and click 10 view the
g" button.

Results displayed will show entities that contain your search criteria.

Search by Business Name

Begins With v childrerss trust Q Search
See results below

Search Results Displaying 1 record(s)

Entity Name Date of Incorporation Entity Type Entity Status Incorporated State

CHILDREN'S TRUST FUND

[ 984
OF SOUTH CAROLINA THE oz

Good Standing South Carolina
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Searching a Nonprofit's Corporate Status in E

South Carolina

South Carolina
Solicitation of
Charitable
Funds Act

S.C. CODE § 33-56-10 ET SEQ.
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South Carolina Solicitation of
Charitable Funds Act

S.C. Code §§ 33-56-10 et. seq.

The Solicitation of
Charitable Funds Act was
enacted in 1994 in order to
regulate the manner,
conditions, and procedures
in which organizations
solicit charitable funds in
the state of South Carolina.
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Charitable Organizations

S.C. Code § 33-56-20

“Charitable organization” is defined as a person:

» That has been determined by the Internal Revenue Service to be a
tax exempt organization pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code;

14



Charitable Organizations

S.C. Code § 33-56-20

» That is or holds itself out to be established for any benevolent, social
welfare, scientific, educational, environmental, philanthropic,
humane, patriotic, public health, civic, or other eleemosynary
purpose, or for the benefit of law enforcement personnel, firefighters,
or other persons who protect the public safety; or
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Charitable Organizations

S.C. Code § 33-56-20

» That employs a charitable appeal as the basis of
solicitation or an appeal that suggests that there is
a charitable purpose to a solicitation, or that
solicits or obtains contributions solicited from the
public for a charitable purpose.

l Donation

Box

15
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Charitable Organizations H
S.C. Code § 33-56-20

Some organizations that solicit
contributions are excluded from the
definition of “charitable organization”
under the Act. These include the
following:

Charitable Organizations H
S.C. Code § 33-56-20

Churches, synagogues,
mosques, or other
congregations
organized for the
purpose of divine
worship, and their
integrated auxiliaries.

16



Charitable Organizations

S.C. Code § 33-56-20

Religious organizations
determined to be tax-
exempt by the IRS, and
that are not required to
file IRS Form 990, 990-EZ,
or 990-N based on their
religious classification.

10/20/2026

Charitable Organizations

S.C. Code § 33-56-20

SOUTH CAROLINA

Political candidates or

parties required to file

‘ Every Vote Matters. with the Federal Election
Every Vote Counts. Commiission or State

Election Commission.

The mission of the State Election COmmISSon is 10 ensure every elgbie citizen has the
‘opportunity to register to vote and participate in fair and impartial elections with the
assurance that every vole will count!

17
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Registration with the

Secretary of State’s Office
S.C. Code § 33-56-30

A charitable organization which intends to
solicit contributions in the state of South
Carolinqa, or have contributions solicited on its
behalf, must file a registration statement with
the Secretary of State’s Division of Public
Charities.

-

Registration with the

Secretary of State’s Office
S.C. Code § 33-56-30

» The registration statement must be filed prior
to solicitation.

» Registration statements must be renewed
annually and are due 4 > months after the
end of the charitable organization’s fiscal
year.

» The annual registration fee is $50.

-
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Registration with the

Secretary of State’s Office
S.C. Code § 33-56-30

Common Fiscal Years:

» FY Jan. 1¢t to Dec. 315
Due date is May 15h

» FY July 1%t to June 30t
Due date is Nov. 15th
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Annual Financial Report
S.C. Code § 33-56-60

» Charitable organizations that register with the
Secretary of State must also file annual financial
reports. These are due 4 > months after the end of the
charitable organization’s fiscal year. An organization
may request up to a 6 month extension to file its
annual financial report.

» A charitable organization does not have to pay a fee
to file its annual financial report.

19
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Annual Financial Report Forms H

S.C. Code § 33-56-60

» An organization may submit its annual
financial report using an IRS Form 990, 990-EZ,
or 990-PF, or the annual financial report form
provided by the Secretary of State.

» Our office does not accept IRS Form 990-N;
organizations that file a 990-N postcard may
complete the annual financial report form
instead.

Annual Financial Report Deadlines l
$.C. Code § 33-56-60

Common Fiscal Years:

FY Jan. 15t fo Dec. 315t
Due date is May 15t

FY July 15t to June 30th:
Due date is Nov. 15th
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Extension Requests
S.C. Code § 33-56-60

» A charity may request a six-month filing extension
for the annual financial report.

» No extensions are permitted for registration filings.

» The extension request with the Division of Public
Charities as well as the Internal Revenue Service.

» Extensions may be requested either by logging into
the organization’s online account and requesting
the extension, or by submitting a written request or
IRS Form 8868 to charities@sos.sc.gov.
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Annual Application for
Registration Exemption

S.C. Code § 33-56-50

Some organizations may file an annual application for

registration exemption if their fundraising activities are
not conducted by professional solicitors, professional
fundraising counsel, or commercial co-venturers.

These include:

» Educational institutions

» A person or organization soliciting contributions for
a specific named individual and all proceeds to be

turned over to that individual

21



Annual Application for
Registration Exemption

S.C. Code § 33-56-50

» Tax-exempt organizations which intend to solicit less
than $20,000 and all functions of the organization
(including fundraising) are conducted by persons
compensated less than $500

» Organizations that solicit only from members
» Veterans’ organizations with a congressional charter

» The State and its political subdivisions subject to FOIA
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Annual Application for
Registration Exemption

S.C. Code § 33-56-50

Some organizations may file an annual application for
registration exemption regardless of whether their
fundraising activities are conducted by professional
solicitors, professional fundraising counsel, or
commercial co-venturers. These include:

» Public school districts and public schools

» Organizations that solicit less than $7,500 per year
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Annual Application for

Registration Exemption
S.C. Code § 33-56-50

» Charitable organizations seeking a registration exemption must
file an annual application for exemption with the Secretary of
State. This means the application must be filed every year that
the organization is soliciting contributions, so that the Secretary
of State may determine if the organization still qualifies for
exemption.

» Applications for registration exemption are due 4 ' months after
the end of the organization’s fiscal year.

» Charitable organizations do not have to pay a filing fee for the
application for exemption.

» Exempt charitable organization do not have to file annual
financial reports.
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Registration Confirmation Letter

23



Exemption Confirmation Letter
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Searching a Nonprofit's Charity
Registration Status in South Carolina

écrétéfy of State

Mark Hammond

Searches

Locking for Something?

Public Database Searches
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Searching a Nonprofit's Charity
Registration Status in South Carolina

Secretéry of State

Mark Hammond

Search Charities

Searching a Nonprofit's Charity
Registration Status in South Carolina

South Carolina

Secretary of State

Mark Hammond

Search Charities

Charities Search Home

<< Back to Search Results

Children's Trust Fund of South Carolina
Public Id: P5561

Sue Williams , CEO

1330 Lady Street Suite 310

Columbia, SC 29201

Status: Registered. Information from this organization's annual financial report is listed below.
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Searching a Nonprofit's Charity
Registration Status in South Carolina

Status: Registered

FUNDRAISER COSTS 52

Financial Report File

90 - Children's Trust of SC (SC SOS)

According to the financial information filed with this office, this organization devoted 90.3% of its total expenses to program services during the year reported.

10/20/2026
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Searching a Nonprofit's Charity
Registration Status in South Carolina

) Secr‘e‘té‘ry of State

Charities

Actually Rescuing Cats
Pub

to the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act.

uuuuu
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Searching a Nonprofit's Charity
Registration Status in South Carolina

étrétéry of State

Mark Hammond

Search Charities
Charities Search Home
<< Back to Search Results

Happy Tails
Publ 7907
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Searching a Nonprofit's Charity
Registration Status in South Carolina

South Carolina

.
Secretary of State =,

Mark Hammond

=

Search Charities

Charities Search Home

<< Back to Search Results

Hickory Tavern Community Park

Public Id: P76422
Leanne Sneed, CEO
366 NEELY FERRY RD

GRAY COURT, 5C 29645-7436
Status: Suspended @
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Give Smart SC App
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Contact information

Shannon A. Wiley
General Counsel & Public Information Director
Secretary of State’s Office
1205 Pendleton Street, Suite 525
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 734-0246

swiley@sos.sc.gov

Business Filings Division
(803) 734-2158

businessfilings@scsos.onmicrosoft.com

Public Charities Division
(803) 734-1790

charities@sos.sc.gov
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