
Voluntary housing buyouts
Homeowners experiencing repetitive

flooding voluntarily agree to be bought
out and relocate outside of flood

hazard areas. Parcels are returned to
green space and can absorb

floodwaters. 

Land conservation
Conserving land that stores

and conveys floodwaters
naturally mitigates flooding,

protects habitats, and prevents
future losses due to

development in flood-prone
areas. Regulatory processes

Reduce community-
wide risk and damage

from flooding by
aligning land use and
comprehensive plans,

and coordinating at
local, state, and
federal levels of

government.

How can communities build resilience?

Building Community
Resilience 

What is resilience?
Resilient communities are able to: 
Anticipate risks by using reliable, current
data
Absorb both sudden shocks and longer-
term stresses without suffering
significant damages
Recover quickly from disruptions
Thrive due to the citizens’ risk-awareness
and preparedness

What are we building
resilience to?

Environmental change and natural
hazards increase vulnerability in a
community. These include sudden
shocks (like a flood, hurricane, or

wildfire) and longer-term conditions
(like heat, drought, aging infrastructure,

or changes in population). 

Grey infrastructure projects
Projects like installing or

resizing drainage systems
designed for future conditions

can protect critical
infrastructure like hospitals,

roads, and evacuation routes. 

Green infrastructure projects
Retention ponds, riparian

buffers, and stormwater parks
can slow down and hold

rainwater so it sinks into the
ground and/or is absorbed by

plants. This improves
biodiversity and water quality. 


