
5/23/2023

1

E. Ann Gowdy, PhD, LISW-CP, MSW
Chief Innovation Officer

Eastern Carolina Housing Organization
agowdy@echousing.org

Agenda

Understanding homelessness

State of Homelessness

Connecting with Homeless Response System

ECHO mitigation work

Homelessness

HOW IS IT

DEFINED?

The information provided here is for informational and educational purposes and 
current as of the date of publication. The information is not a substitute for legal 
advice and does not necessarily reflect the opinion or policy position of the 
Municipal Association of South Carolina. Consult your attorney for advice 
concerning specific situations.
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Contributing Factors

Lack of affordable
& accessible

housing

“If someone
wants housing,

they can find it.”

“They want to be
homeless.”

Mental illness &
substance abuse

“They’re not that
sick.”

“Substance abuse
is a choice.”

“They’re just
faking it.”

Situational &
environmental

stressors

“Homelessness
is a character

flaw.”

“Homeless
people are
dangerous.”

Poverty

“They can get a
job.”

“Poor people are
lazy.”

“They don’t want
to get better.”

History of
Discrimination
in Housing
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Housing
wages in
South
Carolina
$19.30 PER HOUR
STATE HOUSING WAGE

2022
State of Homelessness

REPORT

HMIS Homeless Management Information System

2019-2020 2020-2021

TOTAL SERVED

GENDER

RACE

AGE

VETERANS

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

10,969 13,399
Persons received

homeless services
Persons received

homeless services

64%
Identified as male,

while 35% identified
as female

Identified as male,
while 38% identified

as female

60%

Identified as Black or
African American

56%
Identified as Black or

African American

53%

Persons receiving
homeless services

were children

1 IN 5
Persons receiving
homeless services

were children

1 IN 5

Veterans received
homeless services

2,535
Veterans received
homeless services

2,168

Persons reported
being a victim of

domestic violence

1,403
Persons reported
being a victim of

domestic violence

1,592

• 2,446 children under 18 received homeless services

• The median age of adults served - 46 years old

• The median age of children served - 8 years old

• 90% of participants served were single adults

• 13,399 persons represent 10,484 households

2021 TAKEAWAYS

The number of persons receiving homeless

services recorded in HMIS

increased by 18% in 12 months.
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MCKINNEY-VENTO DATA
Children in SC Schools Experiencing Homelessness

Lowcountry 1,402

Students Experiencing Homelessness by Grade Level

3-5

Years
Kindergarten

TCHC

52 124

14933

Continuum of

Care

MACH

Upstate 215

43 213

611

Total 343 1,103

SC Charter

Elementary

Grades 1-5

Middle School

Grades 6-8

Total

0 6

611

654

1,003

2,999

5,318

51

296

256

607

1,462

2,658

37

1,381

2,441

6,582

11,970

164

High School

Grades 9-12

319

289

575

1,295

2,548

70

11,970 children in South Carolina schools

experienced homelessness in FY21.

2021 TAKEAWAYS
There are 11,970 students in SC experiencing homelessness

54% (6,436) live doubled-up with family/friends

55% (6,582) live in the Upstate of SC

211 SYSTEM
United Way Call center for Supportive Services

Homeless Services

80.9%

Homeless Prevention

11.3%

Other Needs

7.7%

Calls by Category

Referrals Calls % Calls

Homeless

Prevention

Homeless

Services

99,494 37,183 47%

7%5,2195,767

Other

Services
28,455 35,680 46%

Homeless Services -

Calls for shelter, motel vouchers or

other services

Homeless Prevention -

Financial, legal or other

services to stabilize housing

211 SYSTEM
United Way Call center for Supportive Services

Services Requests % Calls

Calls for Homeless Prevention

Assistance

Homeless Shelter

Homeless Motel Voucher

60%

8%

Housing Related Coordinated Entry 2%

Calls for Homeless Services

Assistance

Rapid Re-Housing Program

Permanent Supportive Housing

26%

2%

3%

Other Services

Services Requests % Calls

Electric Assistance

Rent Assistance

43%

7%

Food Pantry 5%

Water Assistance

Eviction Prevention

34%

3%

6%

Mortgage Assistance

Other Services 3%

2021 TAKEAWAYS
• 80% of ALL calls were for HP

• 77% of calls for HP were for rental/utilities

• 60% of calls for HS were for shelter

54% of the 78,082 calls to 211 were for people at-risk for or experiencing homelessness.
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PATH DATA
Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness

Persons Contactedin SC

1,620
Individuals contacted
through PATH in FY21

Individuals connected to
mental health services

with enrolled PATH status
in FY21

(54% of those contacted)

874

874
Of the

served Were between
41 - 61 yrs old

49%

Percent Served
by Service Area

Columbia
Area
50%

Greenville
Area
24%

Myrtle
Beach
Area
15%

• PATH provider agencies provide outreach and clinical

services to persons with mental illnesses who are

experiencing homelessness.

• There are four PATH provider agencies in South

Carolina, one in each of the four HUD Continuums of

Care.

2021 TAKEAWAYS

Persons with mental illnesses who are experiencing

homelessness need permanent supportive housing with

rent subsidies to remain stably housed.

Charleston
Area
11%

VETERAN DATA
US Department of Veteran Affairs - Housing Programs

By the Numbers

Upstate & Midlands Area Pee Dee Area

Demographics & Housing

Services

Gender

Race

GPD Participants

Age

HUD VASH Participants

VJO Participants

M F Other

B/AA W Other

<=40 41-65 66-85

929 128 0

734 420 75

250 686 121

811

342

70

Gender

Race

GPD/HCHV Participants

Age

HUD VASH Participants

VJO Participants

M F Other

B/AA W Other

<=40 41-65 66-85

1,032 190 2

734 420 75

274 805 153

892

391

48

Demographics & Housing

Services

Total Served:

1,057

Total Served:

1,331

• More than 60% of all veterans served in SC identified

as Black or African American

• On average, more than 75% of all veterans served

participated in the HUD VASH Program

2021 TAKEAWAYS

Together, VA Housing Programs served 2,388

Veterans in FY21 in SC

SC DEPT OF CORRECTIONS
FY21

Most Serious Crimes & Time
Served Data

DangerousDrugs

14%

Burglary/

Robbery

23%

Homicide

26%

Sexual Assault

10%

53%of All Inmates Served

Between 1- 5Yrs

More than 80% (4,615) of the total

population released in FY21 served 5 years

or less.

FY19*
Rate of Re-incarceration

Across all populations in the criminal justice system, the data show a dramatic decrease by as much as 50% in returns to incarceration when community supervision is

engaged at the time of release.

Youth Under 25

ObtainingGED or learning

a Trade while Incarcerated

Overall Recidivism

1-3 Years 18%

28%

Released to Community

Supervision

Community Engagement and
Education Reduces Recidivism By:

50%

28%

*Latest Data

• During FY20 through FY21, 9,790 people were released

from incarceration in SC

• It is likely none of those released would be able to

obtain housing on their own without the intervention

of a community support system.

2021 TAKEAWAYS
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HUD
Continuum of
Care (CoC)
Program

TOTAL CARE FOR THE HOMELESS
COALIT ION (TCHC)

ECHO IS THE COLLABORAT IVE
APPL ICANT

WWW.SCHOMELESS.ORG

13 counties in northeastern South Carolina: Chesterfield,
Clarendon, Darlington, Dillon, Florence, Georgetown,
Horry, Kershaw, Lee, Marion, Marlboro, Sumter, and

Williamsburg.
3 counties in North Carolina (Veterans): Robeson,

Scotland, and Columbus

Lived +
learned
experience

THE SOLUTION TO
HOMELESSNESS IS
HOUSING, AND EVERYONE
DESERVES A HOME.

Vision Statement
To create opportunities for people in our

community experiencing a housing crisis to find
a place they can call home.

Mission Statement
To break the cycles of homelessness

experienced by individuals and families
in our community.Who we are
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What
We Do

• Coordinated Entry System
• Housing Programs
• Homeless Management Information

System (HMIS)
• Strategic Partnerships
• Training

Best Practices in the Field of Homelessness

Connecting to the Housing Crisis response system
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Housing as
an

Intervention

Short Term Housing

Long Term
Housing

Transitional
Housing
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Call to
Action

CROSS-SECTOR
COLLABORATION

South Carolina
Resources

South Carolina Interagency Council on
Homelessness (SCICH)

South Carolina Primary Health Care Association
– Click on Find a Health Center

South Carolina Voucher Program

VA Southeast Network

South Carolina Center for Fathers and Families

Palmetto Project
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Housing Assistance

◦ Call: 843-213-1798

Veteran Housing

◦ Call: 843-492-2594

www.echousing.org

Get Help on-line link


