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The information provided here is for informational and educational purposes and
current as of the date of publication. The information is not a substitute for legal
advice and does not necessarily reflect the opinion or policy position of the
Municipal Association of South Carolina. Consult your attorney for advice
concerning specific situations.
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BROADBAND &
CONSTRUCTION

Broadband-

is just another
name for High
speed Internet

BROADBAND
USAGE

* Staying connected with
friends and family

Conducting business

Homework

Staying informed

Watching online videos

Watching TV shows
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DIGITAL EQUITY

The Digital Equity Program
Assist:

+ Low-income households

« Aging populations

« Previously Incarcerated
individuals

« Veterans

« People with disabilities

« People with language barriers

+ Racial and ethnic minorities

+ Rural inhabitants

BETTER
INTERNET]
SURVEY




Who | What | When | Where | Why

Who is an Eligible Applicant for
Funding?

m Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
- Private ISPs
- PublicISPs

- ISPsworking in partnership with electric and
telecommunication cooper atives

Local governments providing retail Broadband service

What is being Funded?

m Deployment of new broadband infrastructure in unserved
and/or partially served areasto include at least 1 priority area:

- Areaswith a high concentration of public K-12 student
households

- Areaswith no current ISPs
- Difficult Development Areas asidentified by HUD
- Inamain street eligible service area
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When will State Investment Occur?

= [ Sutn of Compltion |
The Coronavirus Ad, Relet, and
Enoramie Sacusty Act GARES 16,728,421 18,539,399 35267620 Complete

The Coronavirus A, Rellef, and
conornic Securiy At CARES ) 7873282 9,754,788 17,628,070 @

Rural Boadband Grant Progam S
mr 29,335,514 20375510 58,711,024 Complet

Last Milo Grant Program (LMGP) 1,289,003 1436568 2,725,661 Complete

American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) State Local Fiscal 154,574,542 131,638,637 286,213,179 ‘Scheduled December 2024
Recovery Fund (SLFRF) 1.0
“Ameican Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) Gapital Pojects Fund 185,000,000 185,000,000 ‘Scheduled December 2025
(©PF 10

*American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) Accolerated Deployment 25,000,000 25,000,000
Grant Program (ADGP)

‘Scheduled October 2023

*Ameican Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) State Local Fiscal 25,000,000 25,000,000 Scheduled December 2026
Recovery Fund (SLFRF) 20

“Infrastructure Investments and
Jobs Ac 1UA) Broadband Equity 700,000,000 T80 700,000,000
Access and Deployment (BEAD]

s 144,800,852 100,744,902 1,335,545,754

Where will Investment Occur?

Why is the State Investing in
Broadband?

= South CarolinaAct 244
- Expand broadband infrastructure to households, businesses, and communitiesthat
are unserved or underserved by broadband services
= Ubiquitous (Universal) Service for Broadband

- Universal serviceis the principlethat all Americansshould have accessto
communications services. FCC recognizes high-speed Internet as the
21st Century's essential communicationstechnology, and is working to make
broadband as ubiquitous as voice [ telecommunications], while continuing to
support voice service.

= Historic Context
- Rural Electrification Act of 1936
- CommunicationsAct of 1934
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When will State Investment Occur?

The Goronvirus Aid,Reler, and
Economic Securty Act CARES )

s 18728421 8 18,539,309 35,267,820 18421 Complete

The Coronavirus Ad,Reliet, and

Eoonoenic oy At CARES ) 7873282 0,754,788 17,628,070 6116 Complete

et sssbons Gt g mamsie 29375510 s8711.024 16850 Compiets

Last Mile Grant Program (LMGP) 1,289,093 1,435,568 2725661 Complete

American Rescue Plan Act

(ARPA) State Local Fiscal 154,574,542 131,638,637 286,213,179 ‘Scheduled December 2024

Recovery Fund (SLFRF) 1.0

*Ameican Rescue Plan Act

(ARPA) Capital Projects Fund 185,000,000 185,000,000 ‘Scheduled December 2025
(c#F) 10

*American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) Accelerated Deployment 25,000,000 25000000 ‘Seheduled October 2023
Grant Program (ADGP)

*American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) State Local Fiscal 25,000,000 25000000 ‘Scheduled December 2026
Recovery Fund (SLFRF) 2.0

“Infrastructure Investments and
Jobs Act 1UA) Broadband Eauty 700,000,000 D 700,000,000
Access and Deployment (BEAD)

1144,800,852 190,744,902 135,545,754

A Call to Action - Advocacy!

m Understand the nature of Broadband in your Community
Where is it?
m  If your community has ac focus efforts on:
- Adoption - What does it take to say YES to the Internet?

~  Use - What types of training can be supported for covered
Where isn't it?
m  Consider taking the | Need Internet Survey

- Bridge between supply (ISP’s) and demand (Consumers)
What ISP’s are in or near my area?
= Setup meetings with nearby ISP’s, discuss plans
= Provide letters of support on upcoming grants

= Provide in-kind support
Have any projects been funded in my area?

m  Setup meetings with ISP, discuss rollout schedule, potential for local permits,
provide in-kind support when possible
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ARPA SLFRF 1. O State-Funded Broadband
Grant Awards by Municipality

Clty Funding Program Funded ISP Project Name

BETHUNE ARPASLFRF 10 Sandhill sHroz

CARLISLE Charter
EUTAWVILLE Brightspecd
FURMAN Comeast

GREATFALLS Tvista
LowRYs Trvista
McCONNELLS Comporium
our pRIC
KUNE Charter
HILDA Charter

scota Comeast
CROSS HILL Charter
TROY Comeast
ELLOREE ARPASLFRF 1.0 TriCounty

HOLLY HILL ARPASLERF 10 Brightspeed

ORS Broadband Grants
htt sc.gov/broadban

ARPA Press Release: htt)

FCC National Broadband Map
https://broadbandmap.fcc.go

= Cannot fund
structures which are
already “served”
according to FCC
mapping

FCC established
challenge process
around Broadband
Availability for
Consumers

Vital that maps are as

accurate as possible!
https://youtu.be/fiFo
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More on Overbuilds...

ARPA State Funds cannot be used to overbuild existing facilities

ARPA County/Municipal Funds cannot be used to overbuild existing broadband
facilities

Goal is to extend service and stretch financial resources to maximize expansion of
Broadband to the greatest extent practicable

Careful attention to awarded areas with State, Federal, and Local funds is
paramount

Failureto comply with this provigion of ARPA could resultin recoupment of funds
from the Federal Government

Communication is key!

SC Digital Drive
htt www.scdigitaldrive.o

m Updates published every 6
months

- Static Maps
- Web Applications
Dashboards

Story Maps

| Need Internet Survey

Investments Map

Download GIS Data

Data Access Request Form

| Need Internet Survey

Results from survey shared with ISPs to inform
expansion of broadband access across state
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Dig Once

m Dig Once - Term used for minimizing the number and scale of ground excavation
when installing infrastructure. The practice of dig once effectively eliminates the
need to dig up recently paved roads for example, to expand broadband
infrastructure, significantly reducing the cost of building out internet access to
unserved and underserved communities across the state.

m Dig Once Opportunities with SC State Agencies
- Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA)
- South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT)
- South Carolina Broadband Office (SCBBO)

FOR ALLOWING US TO PRESENT TO ON BROADBAND

CONTACT INFORMATION

CEDRIC KEITT, P.E. 66 CPM
DIRECTOR OF BROADBAND, COMMUNICATIONS & SAFETY
CKEITT@ORS.SC.GOV OFFICE: 803-737-0619

MICHAEL HERZBERGER, GISP, CFM
DEPUTY DIRECTOR BROADBAND
MHERZBERGER@ORS.SC.GOV OFFICE: 803-737-3611




