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THE 9TH LEVEL OF
SOUTH

In South
Carolina

Hurricanes – Annually

Tornadoes – Annually

Flooding – Annually

COVID – Let’s Not do That Again

Fire – Potentially

Bombing – Um, Let’s Hope Not…Ever

The information provided here is for informational and educational purposes and current as of 
the date of publication. The information is not a substitute for legal advice and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion or policy position of the Municipal Association of South 
Carolina. Consult your attorney for advice concerning specific situations.
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Safety of Staff/Case Parties/Public

Courtroom Processing

Financials

Records

Security

We have encountered…

POWER OUTAGES WATER DAMAGE X 4 BUT NOTHING COULD
PREPARE US FOR…
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Safety for
Staff/Case
Parties/Public

Shut Down the Courthouse for a week

Get rid of water /
abatement

commencement
Air Quality Check

Staff – except the Front
Office – was moved to

makeshift workstations
in the main courtroom

Picked up power cords/Computer
Towers

Let’s Move
Court

How are you going to notify all Case Parties
to go somewhere else next week?

Court Records – containing Confidential
Criminal Justice information – cannot be
moved, in bulk, to an unsecured location.

How are we going to take payments and
keep that information and money secure?

How are we going to design a security plan in
a week for a whole new location?
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Security

After giving the Chief Security Officer an
aneurism, tents, wands and additional
Officers were added outside.

Jailed Individuals – including Bench
Warrants – were not transported but
handled by the Judge at the Detention
Center

People kept in hallway to ensure social
distancing after our smaller courtroom
opened
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Courtroom Processing Checklist

Courtroom
Functionality

• Bench

• Defense/Prosecution
Areas

• Case Parties Area

• Recording

• Calling Cases

Environmentally
Controlled

• Heat/Air available

• Inclement Weather

Protocol for High-Risk
Participants

• Elderly

• Handicapped
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Financials
Checklist

Access – Online, In-Person, Mail

Security of Monies

Internal Controls –
Intact

Any modifications
noted and
maintained in case
of audit

Security
Checklist

Secured Facility – as much as possible – for all
Case Parties

Modified process for Jailed Individuals

Check-In Process

Perimeter checks

In-Custody arrests during proceedings
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